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Abstract 

Problem Statement: Thought and behaviour patterns or habits of the people 
constitute the foundation of environmental problems. Assemblies, where 
the first step of the environmental protection awareness is taken politi-
cally, are supporting the recognition of this necessity with recently in-
creased number of laws, and motivating individuals towards becoming 
eco-friendly. From this point, the problem sentence of this research was 
determined as "What is the level of the environmental attitudes, sensitivi-
ties and awareness among the staff and members of the TRNC Republican 
Assembly?". 

Purpose of Study: The purpose of this study is to determine and associate 
the environmental attitudes, sensitivities and awareness of the staff and 
members of the TRNC Republican Assembly, which is the centre where 
generally the laws, and specifically the environmental laws are drafted 
and implemented, and thus the environmental sensitivity of which is vital.  

Methods: The correlational survey model has been conducted in this 
research which is a quantitative study. The sample group is comprised of 
44 persons randomly selected among 150 Republican Assembly members 
and staff. Data is collected by means of a questionnaire comprised of 3 sec-
tions and 72 items, which evaluates environmental awareness and envi-
ronmental attitude. SPSS 16 programme is used for analysing the data. 
The data is analysed using arithmetic mean, frequency-percentage distri-
bution, t-test, and one-way analysis of variance.  
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Findings and Results: The evident obtained as result of the research suggest 
that the environmental attitudes / awareness of assembly members and 
staff is at "average frequency"; that there is a significant correlation be-
tween awareness / attitude and variables of age, education level, and the 
environmental education they have received in the past; and that, on the 
contrary, there is not significant difference in terms of the variables of 
gender and seniority. 

Conclusions and Recommendations: The general arithmetic means of answers 
given to Environmental Awareness Scale and Environmental Attitude 
Scale by staff and members of the Assembly showed a "medium fre-
quency" level. In order to ensure and sustain environmental protection 
and environmental awareness, first of all education of persons should be 
supported. Environmental education lessons should be given to increase 
the low levels of environmental perception among TRNC Republican As-
sembly members and staff, who should be provided with certain knowl-
edge, perception, and skills related to this issue. 

Keywords: Environment, TRNC Republican Assembly, environment protec-
tion, environmental education, environmental awareness 

 

The environment is comprised of natural habitats such as soil, water, and atmos-

creatures through correlation and interactivity with other biotic and abiotic elements 
are called the ecosystems. Corruptions in the ecosystems are one of the world's lead-

major reason that leads to this problem is the technological developments, which ac-
celerated in the last 50 years in connection with people's needs, and the associated 
improvement in economy. The natural resources, which are damaged due to uncon-
trolled use of technologies developed to meet these needs, are also observed to have 
certain levels of increased negative impacts on the environment (

 

With excessive and wrong use of nature and natural resources, the corruptions 
caused to the environment due to pollution of air, water, and soil, which are the basic 

Increasing global population and unrestrained consumption of 
natural resources has resulted in increasing pollution, poor air and water quality and 
the extinction of animal and plant species . Moreover, especially the 
issues like surface water and coastal pollution, erosion, soil mineral loss, decreasing 
biological diversity and endemic species, domestic and industrial wastes, drying of 
wetlands, excess and illegal fishing, unconscious hunting, uncontrolled woodcutting 
and fire, sea accidents, road construction, use of pesticides, excess grassing are 
important problems for environment (Kahyaoglu, 2011). Today, environmental 
problems are experienced worldwide and threatening the continuity of human life. 
For the sake of human beings, environmental problems need to be solved in the near 
future ( ).  
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Environment friendly and sensitive patterns of attitude and behaviour developed 
by active individuals are of utmost importance in prevention of environmental prob-
lems. Sensitivity of individuals, in turn, is shaped by many factors such as life style, 
family, education, gender, involvement in social activities, while it may also be as-
sessed based on criteria such as adopting realistic approach towards the environ-
ment, as well as measurability, plannability, and effectuality of the patterns of action. 
Solving environmental problems is only possible with citizens who are 
knowledgeable about environmental issues, aware of environmental problems, and 
motivated to work to solve these problems. Environmental education is the most 
effective way to educate pupils about these issues ( ). 

Environmental education is the process of learning the notions and values to de-
velop the skills and behaviours required for understanding the importance of rela-
tion established by the humanity with the physical environment that surrounds him 
within the cultural sphere he has created. The objective of environmental education 
should be developing individuals' ability to ask questions, solve problems, and make 
decisions (Mrazek, 1993). Thought and behaviour patterns or habits of the people 
constitute the foundation of environmental problems. The efforts to maintain healthy 
environmental conditions fail because of the excess emphasis placed on socio-
economic and political factors, while certain components of the environmental prob-
lems are overlooked .  

For about 30 years, several scientists have been making endeavours to improve 
e-

searches are global problems or general environmental consciousness oriented. The 
n-

ment friendly behaviours. Separation of garbage, water saving, reduction of garbage, 
energy saving and carpooling or using public transportation behaviours can be given 
as examples. Despite a great deal of both general and specific researches into 
environmentally conscious behaviours, there are very few studies and questionnaires 
de
urge people to protect environment (Erten, 2008).  

Solutions to environmental problems, together with their social and economic 
dimensions, have begun to be dis

Improvement and conservation of environment are major issues 
that influence people and economic development. This is a common desire of 
humans all over the world and it is a duty of government. Preservation of 
environment, improvement quality of environment and quality of life on earth, 
prevention of world s environmental problems are at the center of the humanity 
demand. The danger is polluted environment and the need is sustainable economic 
and social development being harmony with environment ( ). Assemblies, 
where the first step of the environmental protection awareness is taken politically, 
are supporting the recognition of this necessity with recently increased number of 
laws, and motivating individuals towards becoming eco-friendly. 

From this point, the problem sentence of this research was determined as "What 
is the level of the environmental attitudes, sensitivities and awareness among the 
staff and members of the TRNC Republican Assembly?". The following questions 
were asked within the scope of this problem: 
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1. What is the level of the environmental attitude among the staff and members 
of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus' Republican Assembly? 

2. What is the level of the environmental awareness among the staff and mem-
bers of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus' Republican Assembly? 

3. Is there a significant correlation between the environmental awareness and at-
titudes of the staff and members of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus' 
Republican Assembly, and their variables of gender, age, education level, sen-
iority, any environmental education they have received in the past? 

 

Method 

Research Design 

For the purposes of the research, correlational survey model, which is a general 
survey model, was used. The correlational survey model is a model of a research that 
is aimed at determining the presence and degree of covariance between two or more 
variables (Karasar, 2006). Environmental attitudes and awareness of TRNC Republi-
can Assembly staff and members were determined in the study. The study also ex-
posed if there is any significant correlation between the attitudes and awareness of 
assembly members and staff, and certain personal variables. 

Sample 

Members and staff of the Republican Assembly, which is considered as the centre 
where generally the laws, and specifically the environmental laws are drafted and 
implemented, and thus the environmental sensitivity of which is vital, was taken as 
the universe. The sample comprised of 44 persons randomly selected from a universe 
of 150 persons. 

Research Instruments 

The research used questionnaire as a means of data collection. The questionnaire 
consists of 3 sections. The first section is prepared by the researcher, and includes 
personal details. The 2nd and 3rd sections are, respectively, "Environmental Aware-
ness Scale" and "Environmental Attitude Scale" which are obtained from various re-
search and literature reviews. The Environmental Awareness Scale was developed by 
U icient 
is calculated as .84. The Environmental Attitude Scale in Section 3 was developed by 

-point likert scale with 21 items, the scale was reduced 
by field experts to 19 items based on the conditions of the Northern Cyprus. Validity 
and reliability of the scale was recalculated, and nsis-
tency coefficient was calculated as .78. The data was collected with the permission of 
the Secretary General of TRNC Repuclican Assembly by researchers. Participation 
was voluntary and participants informed about the research and provided with an 
explanation of the instrument. 

Data Analyses 

During the questionnaire, subjects were asked their gender, age, education level, 
seniority, and participation in seminars related to the environment. Analysis of re-
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sponses to the questionnaire were analysed using the SPSS 16.00 software package, 
and the participants' environmental awareness and attitudes were statistically com-
pared with the variables. The data is analysed using arithmetic mean, frequency-
percentage distribution, t-test, and one-way ANOVA. 

 

Results 

was made. The evidence was assessed within the framework of their genders, ages, 
educational levels, seniority statuses, and any environmental education they have re-
ceived in the past. Table 1 shows the general arithmetic means of answers given to 
Environmental Awareness Scale and Environmental Attitude Scale by staff and 
members of the Assembly. When the general arithmetic means of the applied scales 
are observed, it is seen that the participants have scored within "medium frequency" 
range in both scales. 

 

Table 1  

General Arithmetic Means of Environmental Awareness Scale and Environmental Attitude 
Scale of the Republican Assembly Members and Staff 

Scale N X  

Environmental Awareness Scale 44 3,25 

Environmental Attitude Scale 44 3,29 

Table 2 shows the result of the independent t-test analysis that demonstrates the 
correlation between the participants' answers to Environmental Awareness Scale and 
Environmental Attitude Scale and their genders. The outcome of the analysis demon-
strates no correlation between the environmental awareness and attitudes of the as-
sembly members and staff, and their gender variable. 

 

Table 2 

Assessment of Environmental Awareness and Attitudes of the Republican Assembly Mem-
bers and Staff by Gender 

Gender N X
 

SS T df p       
Signifi-

cant Dif-
ference 

Awareness 
Female 21 144.95 11.09 

.844 42 .404 
N/A 

Male 23 141.73 13.85 p> .05 

Attitude 
Female 21 62.00 6.57 .654 42    .517 N/A 

Male 23 63.14 4.83    p> .05 
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Table 3, shows the correlation between scale results and ages of participants. 
While no variance was seen in the participants' situations based on Environmental 
Attitude Scale, the Environmental Awareness Scale have shown significant difference 
in fa
have an environmental awareness higher than that of younger participants. The atti-
tude levels of same age groups did not show any significant difference. 

 

Table 3 

Assessment of Environmental Awareness and Attitudes of the Republican Assembly Mem-
bers and Staff by Age 

Age 
Source of 
Variance  

Sum of 
Squares 

Sd 
Quadratic 
Mean 

F p 

Significant 

Difference* 

Awareness 

Between 
Groups 

1088,27 2 544.137 3.905 .028 1-3 , 2-3 

 p< .05 

Within 
groups 

5712,45 41 139.327 

Total 6800,27 43  

Attitude 

Between 
Groups 

9,58 2 4.790 .142 .868 N/A 

Within 
groups 

1383,05 41 33.733 

Total 1392,636 43  

*1: 31-40 age, *2: 41-50 age, *3: 51 and older 

 

Table 4 shows the correlation between the assembly members environmental 
awareness and attitudes and their education levels. According to the outcomes of the 
analysis, a significant difference was seen on the basis of both scales (awareness: 

ans are observed, it can be 
understood that the significant difference is in favour of those participants who have 
received license and higher education. 

 

Table 4 

Assessment of Environmental Awareness and Attitudes of the Republican Assembly Mem-
bers and Staff by Education Level 

Training    N X  SS t df P 
Significant 
Difference 

Awareness 
License and higher 26 146.72 15.56 

1.538 42 .047 

Available 

High school 18 140.88 9.63 p< .05  

Attitude 
License and higher 26 65.99 6.87 3.732 42 .046 Available 

High school 18 60.26 3.14    p< .05  
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Table 5 shows an assessment of participants' Environmental Awareness Scale and 
Environmental Attitude Scale results based on their professional seniorities. The 
analysis results showed no significant correlation between the environmental aware-
ness and attitude and professional seniority. 

 

Table 5 

Assessment of Environmental Awareness and Attitudes of the Republican Assembly Mem-
bers and Staff by Professional Seniority 

 

Table 6 shows the results related to the variance between environmental attitudes 
and awareness of assembly members and staff, and the environment-related lessons 
they have received in the past. The table demonstrates that awareness increases with 
previously received environmental lessons while shows no correlation between atti-
tude and such lessons. 

 

Table 6 

Assessment of Environmental Awareness and Attitudes of the Republican Assembly Mem-
bers and Staff by the Environmental Education Received in the Past 

Receiving Relevant Les-
sons 

N X  SS T df p 
Significant 
Difference 

Awareness 
Yes 23 147.00 12.82 

2.142 42 .038 

Available 

No 21 139.19 11.20 p< .05  

Attitude 
Yes 23 62.82 5.41 .284 42 .778 N/A 

No 21 60.33 6.10     p> .05  

 

 

Professional Sen-
iority 

Source of 
Variance  

Sum of 
Squares 

Sd 
Quadratic 
Mean 

F P 

Significant 

Difference 

Awareness 

Between 
Groups 

479.41 3 159.805 1.011 .398 N/A 

Within 
groups 

6321.31 40 158.033 

Total 6800,72 43  

Attitude 

Between 
Groups 

105.12 3 35.042 1.089 .365 N/A 

Within 
groups 

1287.50 40 32.188 

Total 1392,63 43  
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Discussion and Conclusions 

This research was an attempt to determine the environmental attitudes and 
awareness of the members and staff of the TRNC Republican Assembly. On the other 
hand, it observed if the respondents' awareness and attitudes varied based on their 
gender, age, education level, professional seniority, and any previous environmental 
education. According to the findings obtained in line with subgoals of the study, fol-
lowing conclusions were obtained: 

The general arithmetic means of answers given to Environmental Awareness 
Scale and Environmental Attitude Scale by staff and members of the Assembly 
showed a "medium frequency" level. This result indicates insufficient environmental 
sensitivity among the assembly members and staff. An organization that is consid-
ered as the heart of a country is expected to have higher levels of positive perceptions 
of the environment. A similar study was conducted with pre-service teachers. zsoy 
(2012) worked with 2015 pre-service teachers enrolled at elementary school science 
education departments at 13 different universities in Turkey. The results of her study 
indicated that today's pre-service science teachers have positive attitudes toward the 
environment. Similarly, Aydemir (2007), investigate the environmental knowledge 
level of teachers, who teach the elementary science and technology course. He 
declared that majority of the teachers in the study had average knowledge about 
environmental concepts and only small number of teachers had adequate knowledge 
level about environmental concepts. Taylor, Doff, Jenkins, and Kenelly (2007) made 
an investigation to find pupils’ environmental knowledge and attitudes in Fiji. 
Results showed that pupils have high level of awareness and majority of them 
thought that most important problem facing Fiji was environmental degradation. 
But, the pupils in Fiji were not very aware of their individual responsibilities and 
they did not see the linkage of their consumption pattern and environmental 
damage. 

The research showed no significant difference in environmental attitudes and 
awareness of the Assembly members and staff based on their genders. This finding 

ecological knowledge of science teacher candidates and found that gender does not 

students, and indicated that gender does not make significant differences on 
environmental knowledge. In literature, some findings showed that gender had an 
effect on environmental awareness and environmental attitude. According to some 
researches females have more positive attitudes towards nature and the environment 
than males , . 
(2012) investigated that there is a statistically significant mean difference between 
males and females in favour of females with a small effect size. 
and investigated the effect of gender on environmental attitudes and 
interest levels of 613 high school students in ankara and found that the 
environmental attitude and interest scores of the girls were higher. However, some 
studies found converse finding on gender that males more knowledgeable than 
females ( , Stamou, & Stamou,  

Correlation between scale results and ages of participants was analysed. While no 
variance was seen in the participants' ages based on Environmental Attitude Scale, 
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the Environmental Awareness Scale has shown significant difference in favour of 
those aged 51 and older. Those 51 and older seemed to have an environmental 
awareness higher than that of younger participants. However, the attitude levels of 
same age groups did not show any significant difference although it was measured 
higher than others. This result suggests that awareness can be gained with experi-
ence of life but being aware is not sufficient for being sensitive. There are many 
stu al awareness or 
environmental attitude. Most of these studies indicated a higher level of 
environmental awareness in favor of older participants ( Erol, 2005; Michail 
et al., 2007). These researchers conducted studies with teachers, students, pre-service 
teachers and indicated the same relevance that pupils awareness increase with age.  

a-
tion levels were assessed with Environmental Awareness Scale and Environmental 
Attitude Scale. According to the outcomes of the analysis, a significant difference was 
seen on the basis of both scales. When the arithmetic means are observed, it can be 
understood that the significant difference is in favour of those participants who have 
received license and higher education. As an expected result, environmental aware-
ness and attitude increases in line with continued formal education. Similarly, 
Fernandez-Manzanal, Rodrigues-Barreiro, and Carrosguer (2007) studied with 
university students on their attitude towards environment. Results of the study 

of students increase with education. 

The scales were assessed based on professional seniorities of the participants. The 
analysis results showed no significant correlation between the environmental aware-
ness and attitude and professional seniority. In literature, many studies pointed a 
significant correlation between environmental awareness and environmental attiude 
of students and teachers and their professional seniority (A
2007). However these results have been interpreted as the experience gained after 
professional experience in other words teaching. 

The correlation between whether or not an Assembly member of staff has re-
ceived environmental education, and their environmental awareness and positive at-
titudes towards the environment were analysed. It is seen that awareness increases 
with previously received environmental lessons while shows no correlation between 
attitude and such lessons. This result is same with the correlation between scale re-
sults and ages of participants that given in Table 3. Based on these results, high levels 
of awareness do not necessarily mean high levels of attitude. Awareness can be 
brought with experience and education. But a separate effort is needed for internaliz-
ing that awareness. 

In a general look to the results of the research, in the assembly which is regarded 
as the centre of TRNC, where the laws are enacted and which is responsible for in-
creasing the welfare level and the life standards, it is observed that the environ-
mental consciousness and attitudes of the members and employees of the assembly 
are not at the desired level. Besides, this study has shown the result that these con-
sciousness and attitudes can be raised with increasing the education level. In order to 
ensure and sustain environmental protection and environmental awareness, first of 
all education of persons should be supported. Environmental awareness must be 
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promoted through environmental education and sensitivity should be created by at-
tracting perceptions to this issue. Environmental education lessons should be given 
to increase the low levels of environmental perception among TRNC Republican As-
sembly members and staff, who should be provided with certain knowledge, percep-
tion, and skills related to this issue. In addition, it is considered that applied and 
workshop-like environmental educations, which are developed in the light of active 
learning principles, will bring improvements in environmental attitudes and behav-
iours.  
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