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         Abstract 

Problem Statement: Problem Statement: Juvenile delinquency is a growing 

problem worldwide.  Studies about the prevalence and causes of juvenile 

delinquency is important to define this problem and is the first step to find 

prevention strategies, and establish rehabilitation programs for delinquent 

children. Juvenile delinquency is an important legal and social problem al-

so for Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) as it is in all over the 

world. To prepare prevention programs for juvenile delinquency in 

TRNC, it is important to understand the dimensions of this problem in 

TRNC and the related risk factors.   

Purpose of Study: The goal of this study is to determine the prevalence of 

juvenile delinquency in TRNC and to investigate related risk factors.  

Method: In this archival study, complete records of the all 5 courts in 

TRNC from 2000 to 2010 are reviewed. The files of 1520 children who were 

-

demographic features like age, sex, academic background, and job availa-

bility, and features related to crime are recorded on a information form 

which was prepared by the writers in advance by analyzing the court files. 

The raw data that were obtained from the files was loaded into the SPSS 

program and descriptive statistics methods were used in the data analysis. 

Findings and Results: When the profile of the children who are claimed to 
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age of 17-18, 34.1% of them are primary school graduate, 54% of them are 

in a bad socio-economic condition. 54.4% of the juvenile offenders were 

born in Cyprus, 42.1% of them in Turkey. Most of the families are found to 

have low socioeconomic level, to be immigrant and unemployed. Most of 

the fathers are graduates of elementary or secondary school and mothers 

are uneducated or graduate of elementary school. It attracts attention that 

neither fathers nor the mothers of delinquent children are graduates of 

university and this points importance of education. Considering the crime 

types, theft is the highest one with the rate of 33.2%. 

Conclusion and Recommendations: Results of our study show the presence of 

education level, social environment, socio-economical level and immigra-
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ez-

er, 1994). Crime can be described as a deviation from the value system of the society 

and it has been an important problem throughout history 

globalizing world, parallel to the increased speed of communication, the crime com-

mitted at different parts of the world has started to resemble each other. New types 

of crime have come out and the age of criminals has decreased to childhood (Bennet, 

1960). Children are subject to a growing threat. There is a need for better understand-

ing of the crime children commit and investigations should focus this subject 

(Deve  

Juvenile delinquency which has become problematic because of legal and social 

gaps is one of the most urgent subjects to be solved for the future of the community 

(Yavuzer, 2006). Juvenile delinquency is an important legal and social problem also 

for our country as it is in all over the world.  The reasons for juvenile delinquency, 

prevention strategies, rehabilitation of delinquent children are priority subjects for all 

communities. Juvenile delinquency is turning of antisocial inclinations of a child into 

a state necessitating legal intervention (Burt, 1925). Juvenile delinquency is a social prob-

lem that is very tightly connected to social disorderliness, inequalities, injustice and depriva-

tions (Elibol, 1998). 

Although the first item of United Nations convention on the rights of the child 

determines the borderline of the age of childhood as 18 (UNICEF, 1998), at the code 

of laws of many countries different age borderlines are mentioned for juvenile delin-

quency uvenile delinquency at the legal litera-

ture of western countries covers the children aged 11- ncept 

of juvenile delinquency in Turkey is used for individual who has not completed 18 

years of ag

is accepted as the borderline for childhood, and individuals between 14-16 years age 

are accepted as juvenile delinquents and individuals older than 16 are subjected to 

legal applications for adults (TRNC Criminal Code, 2004). 
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The offenses made by children have different types and reasons compared to 

adult offenses. The most important feature that distinguishes juvenile delinquency 

from adult criminality is that this stage comes upon the adolescence period 

(Ku b-

lish his identity. While young people establish their identity during adolescence, they 

are influenced from their families, school milieu and friends. These institutions play 

important roles in the socialization of the adolescents. The reason why delinquent 

behaviors intensify in adolescent period may be related with decreased parental con-

and th

1996). At the emergence of a delinquent child, besides effects of the family, studies of 

economical problems, education system, genetic factors, intelligence level, migration 

from rural to urban regions, being homeless, physical and psychological disorders, 

rows 

up, the control mechanisms, the social environment of the child, the group norms 

 

report based on the examination of trial files of juvenile offenders during 2000-2005.  

This study is a follow-up of the first one and we investigated the trial files belonging 

to 2006-2010 period and discussed juvenile delinquency in TRNC at a large period of 

2000-2010. The goal of our study is to investigate the prevalence of juvenile delin-

quency in TRNC, its reasons, socio-economic and socio-cultural factors that create it, 

its relation with education and other risk factors.  

 

Method 

This current research is an archival study. An archival study is an indirect me-

thod for investigating behavior. As the individuals being observed are not aware of 

the presence of the observer, there is no problem of reactivity. Archival records can 

be public or private documents describing the activities of individuals, institutions, 

governments, and other groups. Archival data may be obtained by inspecting these 

archival records.  

Population and Sample  

Archival data of this research was obtained by inspecting the archival records of 

all the five courts of TRNC from 2000 to 2010. Permission was taken from TRNC Su-

preme Court to collect data from the trial files of all offenders younger than 18 first 

for 2000-2005 period in 2005 and later for 2006-2010 period in 2010. The files were ex-

amined to show the distribution of reasons for offence and to find out individual and 

environmental risk factors effective. There were 1520 trial files of offenders younger 

-2010. All 

the files were included in the study.    
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Instruments: 

To systematically obtain data from the court files, an information form was pre-

pared.  The writers examined the contents of the same ten trial files separately and 

listed the relative information that can be derived from the files related to the aim of 

the study. The item lists were compared and the final information form was formed. 

The information form was formed from 4 parts. First part was about personal da-

ta of the offender, the second part about the personal data of the parents of the of-

fender, the third part about the environmental factors and relations with the family, 

and the fourth part was about the offence and the punishment given. Photocopying 

was not permitted and all the files were screened at the archive by the writers and 

the information form was filled for each file. The identity informations of the child 

was not written at the information form.   

Data Analyses: 

The data, collected through information form, were analyzed with Statistical 

Package for Social Sciences program (SPSS 13.0). In order to determine the 

prevalances of child delinquency and other related factors descriptive statistical 

methods (frequency (N) and percentages (%) were used.  

 

Results 

Socio-demographic features of juvenile offenders: 

There were 85 (5,6%) female and 1435 (%94,4) male offenders, a total of 1520 trial 

files of offenders younger than 18. 33,8% of the files were found at 

from Lefke court. The age distribution of the children is shown at table 1. 

Table 1 

Age Distribution of Juvenile Delinquents  

Age of Juvenile 

Delinquents 

 

All children 

N                % 

Female 

N                % 

Male 

N                % 

8 2 0,1 0 0 2 0,1 

9 6 0,4 0 0 6 0,4 

10 6 0,4 0 0 6 0,4 

11 21 1,4 1 1,3 20 1,4 

12 33 2,2 0 0 33 2,4 

13 81 5,5 7 9,0 74 5,3 

14 170 11,5 10 12,8 160 11,4 

15 253 17,1 14 17,9 239 17,1 

16 438 29,7 24 30,8 414 29,6 

17 466 31,6 22 28,2 444 31,8 

Total 1476 100 78 100 1398 100 
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54,4% of the children were born in Cyprus, 42,1% in Turkey, 3,1% in other coun-

tries. According to gender, 68,8% of the girls were born in Cyprus and 29,2% in Tur-

key, whereas 53,3% of men were born in Cyprus and 43% in Turkey. 98,7% of them 

accommodated in TRNC. 518 (36%) of the children lived in Famagusta, 399 (27,8% in 

Lefkosa), 279 (19,4%) in Kyrenia, 174 (12,1%) in Morphou, 67 (4,7%) in Lefke and ma-

jority reported to accommodate in rural area (58,4%). 

Among these juvenile offenders 34,1% were graduated from primary school, 

30,6% from secondary school, 32,5% from high school and 2,8% did not attend to 

school. 39,8% were students, 24,1% worker, 24,1% unemployed, 10,2% self-

employed, 1% was from other jobs. 83,7% worked near a foreign person, 10,1% near 

their family, 6,2% near a relative and most of them lived (89%) with their parents. 

The characteristics of the parents of the offenders: 

Fathers of 11,1% of the offenders were uneducated, 55,5% were graduated from 

primary school, 20,9% secondary school. Fathers of an only a small percentage 

(11,1%) were graduated from high school and none of them were graduated from 

university. Most of the fathers 56% were workers,  and 23,6% self-employed and they 

were not belong to work groups with good income like being a civil servant, business 

man or retired. 8,2% of the fathers were unemployed. 73,9% of the fathers were born 

in Turkey, 24% in TRNC, 1,4% United Kingdom (UK) and 1,4% in other countries. 

85,5% of the fathers accommodated in TRNC, 8,3% in Turkey, 5,9% in UK and 6,2% 

in other countries.  

Mothers of 51,1% of the juvenile offenders were graduated from primary school, 

13,1% from secondary school, 8,5% from high school and 25,9% were uneducated. 

There were no mothers graduated from university. 62,1% were housewife, 19,2% 

worker, 5,2% self-employed, and the ratio of civil servants and business women were 

very low. 71,6% of the mothers were born in Turkey, 26,3% were born in TRNC. Most 

of the mothers (84,1%) accommodated in TRNC and small percent (9,6%) accommo-

dated in Turkey.  

Parents of the majority of the children were alive (97,1%) and living together 

(87,6%). 74,7% of the parents reported to be supporting their children, 98,3% of the 

children were reported to be living with an adult, and 80,3% reported to be staying 

with his parents. The parents of 91,1% of children had committed no crime. When the 

reports that took place at the trial files prepared by social workers are examined, it is 

found that the social workers evaluated the socio-economic status of 54% as bad and 

29,7% as very bad,  the relation of these children with their mother as intermediate 

(48,1%) or bad (29,4%)  and their relation with their father as intermediate (46,8%) or 

bad (30,5%).  

Characteristics of the offence of the children: 

The distribution of the types of crime committed are shown at Table 2. 70,2% of 

the children declared to have committed the crime alone, 22,5% with a friend, 6,3% 

with someone from the family. 99,7% of them were proceeded by the opponent or the 

police. 55,4% were given punishment (n=876). When we examined the kinds of pu-



188  

nishment given to these cases, we found that the trial of 46% (n=199) were with-

drawn, 23,8% (n=103) unconditioned discharge, 14,5% (n=63) imprisonment, 13,4% 

(n=58) follow-up by social workers and 2,3% (n=10) family examination. 767 (52%) 

children were given a penalty of money and most of them (93,1%) were given a pu-

nishment less than 1000 TL. The distribution of the duration of imprisonment pu-

nishment given to juvenile offenders is given at table 3. 

 

Table 2 

 The Distribution of Types of Offense Committed by Children  

Types of Offences 

 

All children 

N                % 

Female 

N                % 

Male 

N                % 

Seizure and highway 

robbery 

24 1,6 4 4,7 20 1,4 

Murder 8 0,5 0 0 8 0,6 

Traffic offense 203 13,4 5 5,9 198 13,9 

Deliberately starting 

fire 

5 0,3 0 0 5 0,3 

Assault to house 76 4 3 3,5 73 5,1 

Kidnapping a girl 5 0,3 0 0 5 0,3 

Kidnapping 2 0,1 0 0 2 0,1 

Rape 6 0,4 0 0 6 0,4 

Insulting and resis-

tance to police 

1 0,1 0 0 1 0,1 

Insult to civil servant 1 0,1 0 0 1 0,1 

Having unlicensed 

gun 

21 1,4 1 1,2 20 1,4 

Stroke 126 8,3 11 12,9 115 8 

Wounding 1 0,1 0 0 1 0,1 

Fraud 24 1,6 0 0 24 1,7 

Gambling 4 0,3 0 0 4 0,3 

Threat 5 0,3 0 0 5 0,3 

Robbery 503 33,2 22 25,9 481 33,7 

Illicit drug use 7 0,5 5 5,9 2 0,1 

Terrorism 1 0,1 0 0 1 0,1 

Smuggling 12 0,8 3 3,5 9 0,6 

Getting in a house  101 6,7 1 1,2 100 7 

Committing suicide 12 0,8 6 7,1 6 0,4 

Insult 25 1,7 2 2,4 23 1,6 

Taking part at a fight 159 10,5 11 12,9 148 10,4 

Causing discomfort 18 1,2 2 2,4 16 1,1 

Molestation 3 0,2 0 0 3 0,2 

Other offenses 161 10,6 9 10,6 152 10,6 

Total 1514 100 85 100 1429 100 
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Table 3 

The Distribution of the Duration of Imprisonment Punishment  

Duration of Impri-

sonment 

 

All children 

N                % 

Female 

N                % 

Male 

N                % 

Less than 1 month 34 59,6 0 0 34 59,6 

1-6 month 13 22,8 0 0 13 22,8 

6 month-1year 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1-2 year 3 5,3 0 0 3 5,3 

2-3 year 3 5,3 0 0 3 5,3 

More than 3 years 1 1,8 0 0 1 1,8 

Total 57 100 0 0 57 100 

 

Discussion and Recommendations 

Our study has shown that juvenile delinquency is an important social problem in 

our country as it is in the world. Giddens (2005) emphasizes that the frequency of ju-

venile delinquency has increased in all over the world parallel to the socio-economic 

and socio-cultural changes that took place during the last 50 years. Juvenile delin-

quency has become the most threatening offence especially in some western coun-

tries (Atasoy & Ziyalar, 2002). When it was started to be discussed in the world, it 

was first perceived to be a problem of western culture. But the studies showed that 

juvenile delinquency is found in every country, in every cu

the other countries only started studying this subject later. The increase of juvenile 

delinquency is also mentioned at United Nations Riyad instructions (Atasoy & Ziya-

lar, 2002).  

Juvenile delinquency is mostly observed among children aged 14 17 in TRNC. 

Although the age to commit offence has decreased to 11 among girls and to 8 among 

boys, delinquency is more prevalent at age 17 and the prevalence increases as the age 

increases. Studies conducted in Turkey by Delikara (2000), Koz

T rkeri (1995) and in USA by Kaduce (2002) show that the age of the offenders con-

centrates at 16-17 parallel to our study.  

In our study boys are found to commit offense more than girls. Also in the litera-

ture the findings of the studies made by 

 support that 

boys commit offense more often. When juvenile offenses committed in 2003 in Tur-

key were investigated, Solak (2009) found that in every suspected case 87 of them 

were boys and 13 girls. Yavuzer (2006) mentions that girls are grown up in a more 

protecting parenting with closer supervision and boys are grown up to become inde-

pendent, competitive and risk taking. This makes easy for them to make mistakes. 

Different socialization process of girls and boys result with different consequences. 

In our study parents of most of the offenders continued their marriages and 

looked after their children, one fourth of the children did not take financial support 
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from the family and described their father-mother relation as intermediate-bad. 

Ay e-

linquency. Heidensohn (1989) Rutter et.al. (1994) and Ulak (1993) show, that the con-

flicts and problems in a relation may have a more negative effect than separations. 

Esmek (2001) shows that supervision and control of the family over the child is the 

most important variable that determines juvenile delinquency. 

From the reports of the social workers, we understand that most of the delin-

quent children have low education level. They also have low economic status which 

may be effective on this. The education level of the family is also an important factor 

that determines juvenile delinquency. Ulak (1993) mentions that, children from fami-

lies with low education level are at higher risk for committing offense. In this study 

the education level of both parents are low and fathers are mostly workers and 

mothers are housewives. Ayan

and Yavuz (2003) have also shown at their studies made on large groups in Turkey 

that the education level of juvenile offenders are low.  

In our study the socio-economic level of the families was low, education level was 

low and the parents either had unskilled job or were not working and these caused 

children to live in bad accommodation and health conditions. As a result of this, 

children are at risk to have contact with criminals living at cheap accommodation re-

gions, modeling them and they are indirectly induced to antisocial behavior (Solak, 

2009). Salagaev (2003) informs that increased population that causes a change in the 

structure of the community, being homeless, inadequacy of donation corporations, 

poverty, unemployment, inadequacy of education system are all factors having nega-

tive effects on the socialization process of the child and these negative environmental 

factors lead children to offense. Also the negative effect of family on the mental 

health of the child is another important factor that prevents development of the per-

sonality of the child and an important factor that leads the child to antisocial beha-

vior o-

nomical conditions. Children in TRNC committed mostly robbery and to a lesser de-

gree traffic offense, taking part at a fight, stroke or intruding a house. The most 

common juvenile offense is found to be robbery in Turkey as mentioned also in other 

countries (Yavuzer, 2006). The most common juvenile offenses in UK are robbery, 

stealing from shops, highway robbery and vandalism (Pover, 1989). 

(2001) investigated the files of juvenile offenders of Ankara Juvenile Court in 1989-

1994 and found 4283 cases and 69.7% of these cases had offenses against goods. 

there are many immigrants from Turkey and this suggests a relation between migra-

f-

fenses and safety problems in Turkey in 2004; it was found that there is an increasing 

Kon

growth of cities, shanty houses with unhealthy environmental conditions, increasing 

unemployment cause an increase at offense ratios. Yavuzer (2006) explains that 
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children of immigrants are usually isolated because of the prejudices of the society, 

adaptation problems to this new socio-economic and cultural system cause risk for 

committing offense. Sayre-McCord (2007) mentions at his study about immigrant 

families that; migration from regions with different traditions and culture becomes 

one of the leading causes of social problems and maladjustment of children may re-

sult with juvenile delinquency. Erkan et.al. (2002) also show that social environment 

is the most important factor creating juvenile delinquency at their study made at 

mple. 

This study shows that juvenile delinquency is an important problem in TRNC. 

Juvenile delinquency is a problem that should be prevented in TRNC. Children 

should be taken away from environments leading them to delinquency. As most of 

the offences are made at the adolescent period, preventive psychological support 

programs should be applied for the adolescents. 

conflicts and violence, preventive and protective education studies focusing on fami-

ly, teachers and students should be done for adolescents who have risky life condi-

tions. It is necessary to provide them a safe, peaceful, stable family environment and 

a good education. 

Juvenile delinquency in TRNC is associated with family structure, social envi-

ronment, socio-economic status, education level of the family and migration. 

 a relation between the educational 

level of the parents and socioeconomic level and emphasize should be given for edu-

cation of young generation as increase at the educational level of individuals results 

with better living conditions. Tomul (2008) also mentions that to have the children 

from families that have low socio-economic level to attend education, they should be 

economically supported. To prevent juvenile delinquency, there should be an effec-

tive policy about developing education level of children. Monitoring the risk factors 

and active struggle against them is necessary. This should be a multidisciplinary ap-

proach with cooperation of different public and civil organizations.    
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