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Abstract 

Problem statement: A significant decrease has been recently observed in the 

increasing number of teachers and students. It is possible to better observe 

this trend at the primary education stage, which is compulsory and free at 

public schools through law no 42 under the Constitution. Allocating fewer 

contri

contributions to these schools are not limited to monetary contributions. 

Through various projects and regulations, parents are expected to 

contribute voluntarily and in an indirectly monetary way, such as helping 

with office work, working in measurement-assessment services, 

participating in school trips, etc.  

Purpose of the study: 

voluntary, but not directly monetary, contributions to schools according to 

differ in sub dimensions of the scale and in other variables.  

Method: The research is a survey model, and 443 public schools located in 

constitute the population of the research. The data in the study were 

obtained by using a -

monetary but voluntary contributions to schools in three dimensions. 

Descriptive analyses, t test, and one-way variance analysis were used in 

data analysis. 
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Results: 

indirectly monetary contribution to schools did not differ meaningfully in 

regards to age, gender, seniority level, position, or educational 

background in any of the dimensions in the scale. Furthermore, observed 

results differed in the SEL of the schools, such as where they are located 

and the number of students. 

Discussion and conclusion: According to the findings of the research, 

-monetary but voluntary contributions to school 

management, educational and social-cultural activities increase as the SEL 

of the area where the school is located changes from the lowest to the 

-monetary but voluntary 

contributions to school management and instructional activities do not 

change meaningfully in relation to the student population, they differ 

meaningfully regarding their contributions to social-cultural activities in 

parallel to the student population.  

Keywords: neo-liberal policies, primary education, volunteering, 

voluntary contribution  

 

The Turkish economy experienced an economic crisis in the late 1970s because of 

high inflation, deficits in the balance of payments, lack of foreign currency, and 

overdue debts. Due to this, neo-liberal policies were put into practice which 

stipulated the diminishing of the state, liberalized the economy, and therefore led to 

an open economy by the IMF and the WB (Sezen, 1999). As a result of these policies, 

whereas a significant decrease has been observed in social expenditures since the 

1980s, an increase has occurred in interest payments which seem to support the 

capital indirectly. Through this process, which is occurring as a solution to the 

process of depreciation of the capital, finding solutions to the capital crisis by 

eliminating the decrease in profitability with means of high yielding domestic debt 

was tried. When viewed within the context of public expenditure, an attempt at 

compensating for the cost of crisis was made by reducing the expenditure on service 

areas, the social sides of which were dominant so as to be defined as social expenses 

(Temelli, 2003). Education comprises one of the major areas of expenditure among 

social expenses. Neo-liberals predicate their stand on this issue upon the fact that 

public resources have become insufficient for the rapidly increasing demand on 

education: the system does not work efficiently, foreign debt has increased, and the 

previous age when everything was expected from the state has already ended 

practices has appeared as a 

decrease in the amount of public resources allocated to education, as it may be 

estimated.  

In parallel to the decrease in resources allocated for education from the public 

budget, a process has commenced that transfers the service of education from the 

public to local authorities, non-governmental organizations, families, and even to the 

personal responsibility of citizens. Therefore, large numbers of people have become 
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involved in the repair, maintenance, and equipment of all schools, to a certain extent. 

Its meaning in view of education is to eliminate the dependence on public resources 

for the service of education and to put social finance into effect instead, which is one 

of the private financial resources. Behram, Deolalikar & Soon (2002) stated that there 

are several ways in practice to apply social finance in education. Firstly, while the 

society allocates an area of land for school, constructs school buildings, and supplies 

equipment, the state employs educational personnel and pays their salaries. 

Secondly, whereas some parents and schools supply monetary contributions directly 

for for constructing, equipping, maintaining, and repairing school buildings, some 

are encouraged to supply voluntary contributions which are not directly monetary, 

such as providing tools and materials for the construction, equipment, maintenance, 

and repair of school buildings, and supplying teachers and students with food. 

Thirdly, parents especially those living in rural areas are expected to participate 

in some indirectly monetary but voluntary contributions such as the construction, 

maintenance, and repair of school buildings as a labor force, along with planting and 

harvesting the crops to be used in cooking at schools.  

An attempt to increase 

has been made since the early 1980s under different names and through 

comprehensive education campaigns and projects. The contribution of the public was   

1,7% in 1982, 4,9% in 1985, 1,8% in 1990,  3% in 1995, %2,4 in 2000, and %4,1 in 2011 

within the budget of the Ministry of National Education (MoNE).   In parallel to the 

investments within the budget of MoNE has decreased significantly. For example, 

the rate of 15% in 1997 changed to 5,85 % in 2005. Moreover, 18% of 159,951 

contributions (Writer, 2007; MNE, 2012). When the law no 42 under the 

Constitutional Law stipulating primary education to be compulsory and free at 

public schools is considered, it becomes possible to more clearly observe the situation 

articulated above. According to the research by the writer (2007), the expenditure 

rate on primary education in 1974-2003 decreased at the rate of 6,2 % within the MNE 

expenditure. The same is true for the investment expenditure on primary education. 

Despite the continuous increase in the student population in the stated period, a 

continuous decrease was observed, whereas an increase was supposed to occur at the 

what school administrators expect the most contribution for, other than monetary 

aids and student affairs complying with the explanations above. Allocating fewer 

level of contribution to primary education in view of the educational finance. The 

studies conducted in the related literature show that parents contribute to the 

educational finance via giving money directly for course materials or making 

compulsory monetary contributions, besides management expenses such as repair, 
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Voluntary contributions to public schools in Turkey are not a new incident. It is 

known that parents have participated for a long time in activities to provide income, 

besides their voluntary supports such as buying course materials and books, 

donating, etc. For example, 42 primary schools and 12 secondary schools were 

constructed by citizens in 1973. Moreover, mukhtars, citizens, and other 

organizations have also contributed to primary schools by providing televisions, 

radios, cupboards, libraries, and books (Bircan, 1979). However, the difference of the 

practice of volunteerism is that it relies upon creating an organic bond among 

schools, parents, and a majority of the community in an increasing rate. This bond is 

fulfilled through WB and EU controlled projects and regulations that aim to make 

structural reforms in the whole education system. The first is Curriculum Laboratory 

Schools (CLS), put into practice as suggested by the Project of Supporting National 

Education, a WB Project. CLS are pilot study schools where education programs and 

new education, instruction, and administration approaches are experimented before 

generalizing, and where technological advances are reflected. The second may be 

exemplified through regulations on CLSs, Permanent Staff, Educational Regions, 

Total Quality Management, School Parent Associations, School Parent Student 

Agreement, address based registry system, and Social Activities of Primary 

Educations and High Schools. They aim at supplying financial resources from the 

close neighborhood by adopting an administration approach of sharing and a 

collaborative 

restricted to only directly monetary contributions. Parents are encouraged to sacrifice 

more for their children by including them in all activities and work groups in the 

School Development Management Committee, as prescribed by the approach of 

TQM. Among these activities are the following: helping students as private tutors, 

helping with the office work, working in measurement-assessment services, and 

solved via solidarity among the related parts of the community. 

In the literature, volunteerism is described as the spontaneous emergence of 

privatization. Volunteerism, as a frequently encountered method of privatization in 

practice, includes gathering people to work on a public kind of service without 

paying them 

The rate of volunteerism practices in public services and programs was 1,1% in the 

USA in 1998 (The Florida School Boards Association & Florida Tax Watch).  In the 

UK, it has become a sector for the last 30 years. The contribution of this sector to 

work in voluntary activities (Bussell & Forbes, 2002). Volunteerism is given a 

significantly wide area of application in the Turkish education system.  

T

ctly monetary yet voluntary contributions to schools should be 

revealed, too. The research completes the dimensions left incomplete by others in the 
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literature. Therefore, the research is expected to contribute to the literature within 

this direction. Moreover, as this issue has not been researched before, it will allow for 

shedding a light on future studies.  

-monetary but voluntary 

contributions to primary schools. Answers to the following were sought: 

1.  -monetary but 

non-  

2.   -monetary but voluntary 

contributions differ in the sub-

-  

3.  -monetary but voluntary 

contributions differ in regards to their age, seniority level, duty, educational 

background, SEL of the area where the school they work at is located, and 

student population? 

 

Method 

Since this research described the existing occasion as it is, a survey model 

approach was adopted.  

Sample  

The research population is comprised of 443 public schools located in five central 

the borders of Ankara Metropolitan Municipality. Thus, rather than gathering 

samples, the entire population was preferred. The data gathering tool was applied to 

330 schools (74,4%) of those in the research; therefore, the research population 

became a sample.  

Of 330 school administrators participating in the research, 2,7 % were 21-30 years 

old; 30,6% were 31-40, 42,4% were 41-50, and 24,2% were 51 years old and over. 

16,7% of them were female, while 83,3% were male administrators. When the 

distribution ratio of their duties are viewed, 30% were school principals, 10,9% were 

head assistant principals, and 58,8% were assistant principals. Of all the participants, 

12,1% had associate degrees, 72,7% had undergraduate degrees, and 15,2% had 

graduate degrees. Moreover, 53,6% were classroom teachers and 46,4% were branch 

teachers. 10,3% had 1-10 years of experience, 37,3% had 11-20 years of experience, 

30,9% had 21-30 years of experience, and 21,5% had 31 years of experience or more. 

The SEL in 32,4% of the schools was low, while it was medium in 61,2% and high in 

6,4% of the schools. 12% of these schools had 500 students or less, the population in 

35,8% of them was 501-1000, the population in 27% of the schools was 1001-1500, the 

population in 18,2% of the schools was 1501-1200, and 7% of the schools was 2001 or 

more students.  
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Development and Implementation of the Data Collection Tool 

Firstly, the related literature was searched while developing the data gathering 

tool. Moreover, interviews were held with the school administrators and teachers. 

voluntary contributions to schools which are not directly monetary.  45 items in total 

monetary. The scale designed as a draft was presented to 15 field experts for 

opinions and suggestions. Under the 

suggestions, the number of items was reduced to 35.  The scale was prepared as a 5-

point Likert scale; (1) never, (2) slightly, (3) moderate, (4) much, (5) absolutely.  

In order to determine the validity and the reliability of the scale, factor analysis 

and reliability analysis were carried out. Kaiser Meyer Olkin (KMO) coefficients and 

1995). The value from the KMO test was 0,94

principal components factor analysis was then applied so as to determine the factor 

structure of the scale.  

In this analysis, done by 6-factor and Varimax rotation method, factor loads were 

examined. The items whose factor load values were under .30, the items which were 

found to be in more than one factor, and the items in which the difference between 

the factor loads were less than .10 were omitted from the scale. By using a Screen Plot 

graph, the scale was determined to be formed in a 3-

2004). Following the analysis, the scale was composed of 26 items and 3 factors 

covering these items. 9 items that were incompatible with the criteria were omitted 

from the scale.  

When designating the sub-dimensions of the scale (1) School Management, (2) 

Instructional Activities, and (3) Social Cultural Activities similar studies in the 

related field were examined and 

-

-dimension 

re taken under the sub-dimension of 

 

The reliability results obtained after carrying out the structural validity of the 

5, 6, 7, 8 and 19), the factor load of these items range from .61 and .74, and the total 

correlations range from .50 and .72. The total variance which the school management 

explains is 51%, and the Cronbach alpha reliability coefficient is .86. 8 items in total 

(9, 11, 14, 

Factor loads of these items range from .61 and .75, whereas their total correlations 

range from .62 and .82. The total variance explained by the instructional activities 

subscale is 53%, and the Cronbach alpha reliability coefficient is .87. There are 9 items 

-

factor load values of the mentioned subscale range from .61 and .75, and item total 
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load values range from .41 and .59. The total variance which the socio-cultural 

activities  subscale  explains  is  53%,  and  the  Cronbach alpha reliability coefficient 

is .90. 

Data Analyses  

Besides descriptive statistics such as arithmetic average, standard deviation, 

percentage, and frequency, a t test, one-way variance analysis was used first in 

analyzing the data. Whether parametric test hypotheses were implemented was 

checked via homogeneity of variances test. As a result of the one-way ANOVA test, 

were not equal; if the variances were equal, a Tukey HSD test was used, one of the 

considered the meaningfulness level.  

  

Findings 

contributions to schools which are not directly monetary, according to each item, are 

given in Table 1.  

 

Table 1. 

The Distribution of School Contributions to 

Schools Which are Not Directly Monetary, According to Each Item in the Scale 

 

Order 
No 

Item N M SD  

1.  Providing materials for the physical maintenance 

and repair of school 

330 1,42 0.77 

2. Helping in transporting the materials provided 

for the physical maintenance and repair of school 

330 1,42 0.72 

3.  Doing physical maintenance and school repair 

work such as  plumbing, electricity, and painting  

330 1,46 0.76 

24.  Day by cooking pastries 

(cakes, cookies, etc.) 

330 2,72 1,02 

25.  Working on special occasions such as charity 

sales, tea parties, graduation parties, etc. 

330 2,85 1,12 

26.  Working at student clubs  330 2,90 1,15 
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Table 1 shows the items in which school administrators participated at the 

M

special occasions such as charity sales, etc. (M

Day by cooking pastries (M

 

The items with the lowest average points are as follows, with the average score 

(M

provided for the physical maintenance and repair of the school such as surrounding 

wa

and school repair work such as plumbing, electricity, and painting (M

level. 

contributions to schools which are not directly monetary, according to dimensions, 

are given in Table 2. 

 

Table 2. 

Schools Which are not Directly Monetary, According to the Dimensions in the Scale 

 

Dimensions  N M SD 

School management  330 1,82 0,61 

Instructional activities   330 1,66 0,60 

Social  cultural activities  330 2,39 0,72 

 

Table 2 shows the dimension in which, according to school administrators, 

-cultural activities (M

administr

M

(M

  

According to the results of the t-test and one-way variance analysis, school 

to their age, gender, seniority level, position, or educational background in any of the 

dimensions. Furthermore, observed results differed in the SEL and population of 

schools. 
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The results of One-

e not directly monetary are 

given in Table 3, according to the SEL of the neighborhood. 

 

Table 3. 

 The Results of One-

 

According to the SEL  

 

Dimension  Sum of  

Squares 

df Mean 

Square 

F p 

 

School Management 

Among groups  7,403 2 3,70 10,17 .000 

Within groups  119,00 327 .36   

Total  126,41 329    

Instructional 

activities  

Among groups  7,58 2 3,79 10,83 .000 

Within groups  113,70 325 .350   

Total  121,29 327    

Socio-cultural 

activities  

Among groups  741,44 2 370,72 7,402 .001 

Within groups  16378,36 327 50,08   

Total  17119,806 329    

 

luntary 

contributions which are not directly monetary differed meaningfully in the SEL of 

F(2-327) = 10.17, p<.05], 

F(2-325) -cultural activi (2-327) 

but voluntary contributions to schools differed meaningfully in the SEL of the 

neighborhood.  

the SEL of the 

F(2-327) = 10.17, p<.05]. A 

Tamhane test was applied to detect from which groups the difference among groups 

resulted from. Considering these results, when the parents from schools at high (M= 

2,16) and medium (M=1,89) SEL are compared with those at low SEL (M=134,09), it is 

understood that they contribute voluntarily, but not directly financially, more than 

others in the school management dimension.  
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voluntary contributions to schools differed meaningfully in the SEL in the dimension 

F(2-325) = 10.83, p<.05]. As a result of the Tamhane test, 

which was applied to find out the resource of this difference, it was detected that 

parents from schools located at high (M= 2,10) and medium (M=1,71) SEL provided 

more voluntary contributions that are indirectly monetary than those at low (M=1,49) 

SEL in the dimension of instructional activities.  

The 

- F(2-327) = 10.83, p<.05]. A Tukey HSD test 

was applied to detect from which groups the difference among groups resulted from. 

Consequently, it was detected that parents from schools located at high (M=28,52) 

and medium (M=24,35) SEL provided more voluntary contributions that are 

indirectly monetary than those at low (M=22,36) SEL in the dimension of social-

cultural activities.  

The results of One-

Table 4.  

 

Table 4. 

The Results of One-
-monetary Voluntary Contributions to the Primary Schools, according to the 

 

 

Dimension   Sum of  

Squares 

df Mean 

Square 

F p 

Social-cultural 

activities 

Among groups  709,51 3 236,50 4,69 .003 

Within groups  16410,294 326 50,33   

Total   17119,806 329    

 

-monetary 
voluntary contributions to the primary schools according to the school population 

- -dimension of the scale [F(3-

326)=4.69, p<.05], whereas for the other sub-dimensions of the scale, the school 
 

A Tukey HSD test was applied to detect from which groups the difference among 
groups resulted from. According to this test, parents from schools with 1501-2000 
students (M=26,08) provided more voluntary contributions that  not directly 
monetary than those  from schools with 1001-1500 students (M=23,23) and 0-500 
(M=21,27) in the dimension of social-cultural activities.  
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Discussion and Conclusion 

Of all voluntary but indirectly monetary contributions, those with the highest 

oNE on the Institutions of Primary and Secondary Educati

(MoNE, 2008). The activities within the direction of the related regulation may be 

conducted within the scope of student clubs and community service by benefiting 

from the opportunities in and out of school. Voluntary parents can help and guide 

student

their being voluntary contributions provided for a long period of time.   

The items with the 

of the school such as s

indirectly monetary contributions to the items at the lowest level is that supplying 

and transporting them to school would result in some certain level of expenses and 

require a certain amount of time to be spent besides the necessity of professional 

knowledge and expertise to deal with these issues. When this finding is handled 

 

According to school administrators, the dimension with the highest average score 

-

parents being more inclined to contribute voluntarily but not directly monetarily to 

social- g their children 

for ceremonies such as the Republic Day and April 23rd National Sovereignty and 

Children's Day. Especially at schools with low SEL, providing directly monetary 

contributions to school causes trouble, and in cases when the teacher appears to be 

unskillful in this issue, (s)he supplies contributions from parents in teaching folk 

dances to children. Similarly, Kebeci (2006) suggested that 68,4% of parents 

contributed to social-cultural activities, and 30,7% of them express that they did not 

demand this support. According to school administrators, the dimension with the 

from the fact that the activities included in this dimension require pedagogical 

formation, experience, and communicative and persuasive skills.  

school management, instructional activities, and social-cultural activities, and the 

SEL of the area. This mentioned difference is between the schools at medium SEL 

and lower SEL, and also between the school at higher SEL and lower SEL in the 
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school management dimension in the scale. Parents from schools at medium SEL 

make more voluntary but not directly monetary contributions to the school 

monetary contributions by dealing with repair works and painting schools, 

depending on their professions. Kebeci (2006) suggested that 53% cooperate with the 

school administration to keep schools clean and hygienic, 20% provide support, 

which is not enough, and 26,4% do not contribute at all. Bray (1999) states that in 

rural Cambodia, parents are expected to contribute as a work force, besides 

supplying necessary materials for school maintenance and repair. Therefore, it was 

viewed that while some parents work at school construction, some contribute by 

supplying construction materials or equipment. Families in the Kampong Cham state 

in the rural areas contribute by giving rice. It was observed that some contribute to 

schools voluntarily but not directly financially by supplying construction materials 

such as sand, cement, and bricks; some provide equipment for schools in the same 

state. Some families even repair fences and mow the grass, as well. Despite variations 

depending on the country, in Nepal, Bangladesh, Uganda, Sri Lanka and Kenya, 

families make voluntary contributions to schools which are not directly monetary, 

such as maintaining and repairing school buildings, cleaning,  and supplying 

construction, cleaning materials, and cereals (Boyle, Brock,  Mace and Sibbons,   

2002). 

The difference among groups in the instructional activities dimension in the scale 

is between schools at higher and lower SEL, and also between those at medium and 

lower SEL. Thus, parents from schools at higher SEL make more voluntary but not 

directly monetary contributions to instructional activities than those at lower and 

more qualified education by providing voluntary but not directly monetary 

contributions to instructional activities at schools. This finding complies with those of 

 

The findings on the management expenditure and instructional activities comply 

butions 

to schools. These direct expenditures are the financial contributions parents must 

make under different names. These include painting, cupboards, boards, photocopy 

and stationery costs, fees for school-parents associations, resource books, registration 

costs, computers, cinema and theatre costs, and costs regarding school management, 

educational, and social-cultural activities. (Kavak, et al., 19

primary schools constituted 13% of the household expenditure on education.  

monetary contributions to primary schools depending on the SEL. For example, 

with the highest SEL are four times as big as those with the lowest SEL, and twice as 
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big as those with medium SEL. Thus, schools with the highest SEL supply more 

financial resources. It is also confirmed with the fact that schools with the highest 

SEL search less for out of budget resources than those with medium and lowest SEL 

to contribute to educational expenses and whether to receive more qualified 

education. Thus, contributing to educational expenses cause injustice to the 

detriment of students in poor families, rather than the wealthy (Polat, 2007). 

Therefore, contributing to educational expenses preclude poor people from 

benefiting from education equally or in similar qualities.  

In the social-cultural activities dimension, parents from schools at higher SEL 

make more non-monetary but voluntary contributions to social-cultural activities 

than those at medium and lower SEL. There may be several causes for these results. 

Firstly, activities involving indirectly monetary but voluntary contribution are 

included more often at schools with the highest SEL, and parents show interest in 

national ceremonies and celebrations at school, participating in activities such as tea 

parties, charity sales, etc. Furthermore, it was observed t

efforts of encouraging parents to sacrifice more for their children by including them 

in all activities and work groups within the SDMC, as prescribed by the TQM 

organize activities to develop the collaboration of schools with its neighborhood and 

anize 

al, and 

cultural activities at school to being the audience. Parents, herein, are expected to be 

in contact with school administration and take roles in school activities in parallel to 

families support social and cultural activities at school, 1/3 do not support them at 

all. 

-cultural 

voluntary and indirectly monetary contributions to schools. Thus, parents from 

schools with 2001 students make more not directly monetary but voluntary 

contributions to social-cultural activities than those with 0-500 students; parents from 

schools with 501-1000 students contribute more than those with 0-500 students; 

parents from schools with 1501-2000 students contribute more than those with 0-500 

students; parents from schools with 1501-2000 students contribute more than those 

with 501-1000 students; parents from schools with 1501-2000 students contribute 

more than those with 1001-1500 students; and parents from schools with 1501-2000 

students contribute more than those with 1001-1500 students. This may result from 

population.  
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ot directly monetary but voluntary contributions to schools could be 

said to increase as SEL increases. Whereas this leads to parents at the highest SEL to 

exploit schools according to their expectations, it also results in discrimination 

against students from lowest SEL. This serves to reproduce social inequalities as well 

as differentiation in educational acquisitions.  

Several suggestions may be made regarding future research based upon the 

findings and results of this research. Firstly, research presenting the monetary values 

be conducted. Secondly, the methods and techniques school administrators and 

contributions 

should be identified, and the difficulties experienced at this stage should be revealed. 

made.  
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