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Abstract 

Problem Statement: Democracy and education are two concepts that 

influence, transform, and improve each other in time. In this sense, we 

could talk about a symbiotic relationship between democracy and 

education. The social studies teacher himself or herself must primarily be 

tolerant towards the class, respect both students and fellow teachers, 

cooperate with all when needed, and then expect such behavior of the 

students. This is certainly not the sole responsibility of social studies 

teachers but a collective responsibility incumbent on all teachers. 

However, a teacher who is teaching the concept of democracy in class is 

obviously burdened with more responsibility in this context. It is therefore 

crucial that both the students and the teacher know the extent to which 

fairness, justice, freedom, and participation are actually practiced in the 

-concerning remarks are to be taken as 

significant and realistic, they need to be corroborated by others. In other 

 

Purpose of the Study: This study aims to reveal the extent to which social 

 

Method: The democratic behaviors of social studies teachers in primary 

school classrooms were assessed by means of two scales (teacher form and 

student form) developed by the researcher. The arithmetic mean, standard 

deviation, and t-test were used in the data analysis for comparable results 

of teacher (N: 194) and student (N: 1712) views. 

Findings: The in-class democratic behaviors of social studies teachers in 

public primary schools are considered in four dimensions, i.e., freedom, 

equality, justice, and participation. According to the results of this study, 
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classroom are not shared by their students, as far as the freedom, equality, 

justice and participation dimensions of the research is concerned. 

Conclusion: When we look at the results of this study, we cannot miss the 

dichotomy between the perceptions of teachers and those of the students. 

While social studies teachers claim to apply the core dimensions of 

democracy to real life, their students claim otherwise. The students who 

participated in this survey responded that their teachers did not do their 

share when it came to the free expression of opinions, equal treatment, 

consideration of their differences, acceptance as they are, fair treatment, 

and encouraging student participation in the class. 

Keywords: Democracy, social studies teachers, 8th grade students, 

education 

 

Democracy is a form of life and government based on human rights and 

freedoms where the majority has the right to make policies and the minority has the 

basic principle of democracy is to be respectful and tolerant of different opinions. 

Dewey considers democracy as more than just collective decision-making in the 

government; it is primarily a mode of associated living, of conjoint communicated 

 is not just about 

going to the ballots. It is about the internalization of such concepts as tolerance, 

rights, justice, fairness, respect of differences, participation, honesty, cooperation, 

freedom, responsibility, collaboration, and peace by the individual as an active 

member of society. The only way to internalize democratic principles is through 

education. Educational institutions play a pivotal role in raising democratic citizens 

and forming a democratic culture (Giroux, 1989; Apple & Beanne, 2011; Biesta, 2007). 

Democracy and education are two concepts that influence, transform, and improve 

each other in time (Dahl, 2010; Putnam, 2000). In this sense, we could talk about a 

while education is key to the existence, adoption, and flourishing of democracy on 

the individual and social levels, democracy, too, is a prerequisite to quality-raising in 

education and in educated individuals becoming useful for themselves and all 

humanity. In a democratic society, schools must be in harmony with democracy and 

teach relevant values, attitudes, and behaviors 

classrooms are the optimal environment where students can best learn and live these 

values. Students learn how to make decisions autonomously, how to lead, how to 

tolerate different opinions, and how to collaborate with and respect the rights of 

others in the classroom (Matusova, 1997). In addition, a suitable classroom 

environment and a teacher with appropriate attitudes, expertise, and behaviors allow 

students to develop their critical thinking skills (Tanriverdi, Ulusoy & Turan, 2012). 

The principles of a democratic so

students are going to understand the full impact of their meaning (Gang, 1989). A 
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democratic classroom is one where values like equality, freedom, justice, and 

participation prevail (Kesici, 2008; Shechtman, 2002; Knight, 2001). Reflecting society 

on a micro level, the democratic classroom is where students can live freedom, 

express their views, and learn to respect all sorts of differences. According to Hahn 

(1998), a participatory climate in the classroom gives individuals the chance to 

experience democratic life. These experiences enable students to grow conscious of 

their rights and justice as democratic values so as to guarantee student rights, as 

Grandmont (2003) puts it. Kubow and Kinney (2000) stress eight characteristics of a 

classroom environment with the above qualities. These characteristics are active 

participation, avoidance of textbook-dominated instruction, reflective thinking, 

student decision-making and problem-solving choice, controversial issues, 

individual responsibilities, recognition of human dignity, and relevance. The person 

to bring about a classroom environment with all these qualities is undoubtedly the 

teacher. If a teacher has democratic values, then his or her students will easily absorb 

these values. The adoption of these democratic values by the teacher will also make 

their internalization by the students easier (Selvi, 2006; Knight, 2001). If the students 

feel afraid of and intimidated by their teacher, that classroom is by no means 

democratic. Teachers with no democratic qualities do not care much about student 

participation and know or use no other technique than lecturing. Democracy is a 

system that requires multiple methods, not a single one. Quietness and democracy 

have a negative correlation. In a democratic classroom, communication is initiated in 

three ways: from the teacher to the student, from the student to the teacher, and, last 

but not least, from the student to the student. Not only does such communication 

negate quietnes

Ornstrom, and Nielsen (2002) hold that the teaching-learning setting in a democratic 

classroom requires the teacher to open subjects for debate and let the students freely 

express their views. Another characteristic of democratic teachers is that they treat all 

their students fairly and equally. If a teacher discriminates against their students on 

the basis of language, religion, creed, gender, socio-economic status, attire, and other 

points; is partial in giving out rewards and punishments; does not let everyone have 

an equal say; and is knowingly unfriendly towards certain students, then that teacher 

cannot be said to be fair or equalitarian  or, consequently, democratic. Another 

significant token of a democratic classroom is that all students feel free. This is not a 

feeling that the students can experience by themselves; the person who is to help 

them experience it is the teacher who has internalized democracy. 

As a matter of course, all teachers should have their fair share in creating a 

democratic classroom setting. Having said that, teachers of social studies in 

particular, both in Turkey and in the rest of the world, have a special mission in 

imparting democratic values to students. As in almost all countries, social studies 

curricula have a certain amount of time allocated for the teaching of democracy and 

its constituent concepts, such as tolerance, rights, justice, fairness, respect of 

differences, participation, honesty, cooperation, freedom, responsibility, 

collaboration, and peace. In Finland, for instance, the social studies curriculum in 

primary education visibly stresses the teaching of democracy and the raising of 

conscious citizens as a result. Similarly in the US, what social studies curricula in 
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different states conspicuously have in common is the teaching of democracy and 

democratic values. In Turkey, following the foundation of the Republic, the subject of 

new curriculum was adopted, and democracy and relevant concepts have since been 

er, 

year seven. This constitutes about a quarter of the existing curriculum. A 2010 

addition to the curriculum  

subject in year eight  aims to raise awareness of democracy. 

The main target of social studies is to raise active and participating citizens for a 

democratic concepts or their rote learning by students will miss the target. It is not 

the classroom. The social studies teacher himself or herself must primarily be tolerant 

towards the class, respect both students and fellow teachers, cooperate with all when 

needed, and then expect such behavior of the students. This is certainly not the sole 

responsibility of social studies teachers but a collective responsibility incumbent on 

all teachers. However, a teacher teaching the concept of democracy in class is 

obviously burdened with more responsibility in this context. It is therefore crucial 

that both the students and the teacher know the extent to which fairness, justice, 

freedom, and participation  the basis of democracy and the pillars of a democratic 

classroom  are actually practiced in the classroom. For this reason, this study aims 

to reveal the extent to which social 

classroom.         

 

Method 

The democratic behaviors of social studies teachers in primary school classrooms 

was assessed by means of two scales (teacher form and student form) developed by 

the researcher.  

Population and Sample 

The population of this study consists of social studies teachers and eighth-year 

students in public primary schools in central Samsun, Turkey. In the selection of 

sampling, the numbers of public primary schools, teachers, and students were taken 

into consideration. Targeting all of the social studies teachers in the research 

population, no sample was taken, but all 194 teachers were surveyed. As for the 

students, 10 were randomly selected for each teacher. Thus, 1,940 scales were sent 

out and 1,712 were returned, of which 61 were discarded for not complying with the 

survey standards. The most significant handicap of the survey was the possibility of 

the students being pressured by the teachers and not filling in the scales freely and 

realistically. In order to overcome this, the scale envelopes carried the warning that 



                                                                                     Eurasian Journal of Educational Research       131 

  

  

were male, 78% (151) were married, and 22% (43) were single. Of the students, 57% 

(938) were female and 43% (713) were male. 

Development of the Data Collection Instrument     

The research data was collected using the scale for democratic behavior in the 

classroom (teacher and student forms). The teacher and student forms were 

separately tested for validity and reliability. Both scale forms that were used as data 

collection instruments are described below: 

Scale for Democratic Behavior in the Classroom (Teacher Form)  

Following review of the literature on democratic behaviors in the classroom, a 29-

item scale was developed for teachers. In order to test the validity and reliability of 

the scale, a pre-survey was administered to 89 teachers of social studies in the Bafra 

-survey data, 10 

items--with a total item correlation lower than .30, with factor load values lower than 

.40 and with items not parallel in two scales (teacher and student scales)--were taken 

out and the remaining 19 items were used for the scale. The 

consistency factor of the scale was found to be 0.82.   

The KMO and Bartlett tests were used to find out whether factor analysis would 

be necessary for the pre-survey data. The KMO test yielded a result of .71, which 

suggested that the scale could be interpreted through factor analysis; and the result 

of the Bartlett test (.000) being lower than the significance level of 0.05 meant that a 

factor could be obtained from the correlation matrix 

for structural validity, the scale was divided into four factors (freedom, equality, 

justice, and participation), and the factor load values varied between .43 and .85. The 

total variation of the scale with a four-factor structure was calculated around 53%. A 

five-

behaviors were democratic in the classroom. The lowest value of the scale 

b-scales of the research 

scale are described below. 

Freedom. 

internal consistency factor for this five-item subscale was calculated as 0.77, and the 

factor analysis showed factor load values varying between .52 and .80. 

Equality. 

 t

-item subscale was calculated as 

0.75, and the factor analysis showed factor load values varying between .59 and .83. 
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Justice. 

 

-item subscale was calculated as 

0.70, and the factor analysis showed factor load values varying between .43 and .86.   

Participation. duct student-centered 

etc.) that facilitate the transfer of democratic values to real 

-item subscale was 

calculated as 0.67, and the factor analysis showed factor load values varying 

between .58 and .76. 

Scale for Democratic Behavior in the Classroom (Student Form)  

Following review of the literature on democratic behaviors in the classroom, a 29-

item scale was developed for students. In order to test the validity and reliability of 

the student form, the scale was administered by the researcher to 300 eighth-year 

districts of Samsun. Two hundred ninety-seven scales were included in the analysis, 

and three were discarded for not complying with the survey standards. Following 

the analysis of the pre-survey data, seven items with a total item correlation lower 

than .30 and with factor load values lower than .40 were taken out, and 22 items 

remained for the scale. A further three items were discarded in order to ensure a 

parallel structure to the teacher form, and the remaining 19 items composed the 

0.88. 

The KMO and Bartlett tests were used to find out whether factor analysis would 

be necessary for the pre-survey data. The KMO test yielded a result of .93, which 

suggested that the scale could be interpreted through factor analysis; and the result 

of the Bartlett test (.000) being lower than the significance level of 0.05 meant that a 

factor could be obtained from the correlation matrix n the analysis 

for structural validity, the scale was divided into four factors (freedom, equality, 

justice, and participation), and the factor load values varied between .41 and .79. The 

total variation of the scale with a four-factor structure was calculated around 55%. A 

five-

behaviors were democratic in the classroom. The lowest value of the scale 

-scales of the research 

scale are described below. 

Freedom. 

e
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-item subscale was calculated as 

0.83, and the factor analysis showed factor load values varying between .54 and .78. 

Equality. 

 all sorts of difference in the 

-item subscale was 

calculated as 0.78, and the factor analysis showed factor load values varying between 

.45 and .79. 

Justice. This subscale had the followi

mocracy with his/her behavior in the 

-item subscale was 

calculated as 0.76, and the factor analysis showed factor load values varying between 

.44 and .59.   

Participation. eacher conducts 

student-

 and bills in 

internal consistency factor for this four-item subscale was calculated as 0.71, and the 

factor analysis showed factor load values varying between .41 and .77. 

Data Analysis 

The SPSS 16.0 statistical package program was used in the analysis of the research 

mean, standard deviation, and t-test were used in the data analysis for comparable 

results of teacher and student views. 

 

Results 

In this section, the in-class democratic behaviors of social studies teachers in 

public primary schools are considered in four dimensions, i.e., freedom, equality, 

justice, and participation. The t-test was used to find out whether the views of social 

studies teachers and those of eighth-year students differed.    

   Freedom 

The t- -

the freedom dimension of the scale are given in Table 1. 
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Table 1. 

The t-  

Dimension Variables N X  Ss sd t p 

Freedom Student 

Teacher 

1651 

194 

19.92 

21.98 

5.435 

3.718 

1843 5.128 .000 

*p<0.05 

As can be seen in Table 1, a significant difference was found between the 

(1843) = 

democratic behaviors in the classroom are not shared by their students, as far as the 

freedom dimension of the research is concerned. Teacher and student views have 

been found to differ on the free expression of opinions, freedom to choose, elections 

in assigning tasks, avoiding embarrassing students in class, and approaching 

students with love and respect.  

Equality 

The t- -

the equality dimension of the scale are given in Table 2. 

 

Table 2. 

The t-   

Dimension Variables N M SD df t p 

Equality Student 

Teacher 

1651 

194 

19.46 

21.08 

4.519 

4.096 

1843 4.787 .000 

*p<0.05 

As can be seen in Table 2, a significant difference was found between the 

 (1843) = 

4.787,  p<0.05]. 

democratic behaviors in the classroom are not shared by their students, as far as the 

equality dimension of the research is concerned. Teacher and student views have 

been found to differ on empathizing with the students, showing the students their 

exam papers, talking to the teacher about any problem that the students may have, 

fair treatment of the students, and tolerance of all sorts of differences in the 

classroom. 

Justice 

The t- -

the justice dimension of the scale are given in Table 3. 
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Table 3  

The t-  

Dimension Variables N M SD df t p 

Justice Student 

Teacher 

1651 

194 

20.00 

22.15 

5.076 

3.974 

1843 5.709 .000 

*p<0.05 

As can be seen in Table 3, a significant difference was found between the 

iews on the justice dimension of the scale [t(1843) = 5.709,  

behaviors in the classroom are not shared by their students, as far as the justice 

dimension of the research is concerned. Teacher and student views have been found 

to differ on acceptance of all students as they are, fairness in giving out rewards and 

letting students have their say, informing students about matters that may concern 

them, and setting an example of democracy in the classroom. 

Participation 

The t- -

the participation dimension of the scale are given in Table 4. 

 

Table 4.  

The t- he Participation Dimension 

Dimension Variables N M SD df t p 

Participation Student 

Teacher 

1651 

194 

14.23 

15.11 

3.577 

3.296 

1843 3.240 .001 

*p<0.05 

As can be seen in Table 4, a significant difference was found between the 

s on the participation dimension of the scale [t(1843) = 

3.240, p<0.05]. 

democratic behaviors in the classroom are not shared by their students, as far as the 

participation dimension of the research is concerned. Teacher and student views 

have been found to differ on conducting student-centered classes, keeping students 

active through class debates and project tasks and encouraging them to participate, 

use of techniques (e.g., six hats, station, brainstorming, etc.) that facilitate the 

transfer of democratic values to real life, and encouraging posters and bills in the 

classroom, which are known to raise democratic awareness. 
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Discussion and Conclusion 

School is the small sample of a society. Students soon take their places in society 

as adults, making use of the knowledge and skills they acquired throughout their 

education. It is for this reason that the objectives, content, methods, and democratic 

qualities of formal education offer important clues on the future of a country. The 

significance of the role of the teacher is undeniable, especially in learning democracy, 

which is the acquisition of attitudes and behaviors that require practice and a role 

model. In this process, the mission of social studies teachers is more critical than that 

of other teachers. Besides being role models simply as teachers, social studies 

teachers have a unique place in that they are the teachers of democracy as presented 

in the curriculum. For this reason, the present study aimed to reveal the extent to 

which social studies teachers, who have crucial responsibilities for the internalization 

of democracy by their students, display democratic attitudes and behaviors 

themselves in the classroom. 

-concerning remarks are to be taken as significant and realistic, 

miss the dichotomy between the perceptions of teachers and those of the students. 

While social studies teachers claim to apply the core dimensions of democracy 

freedom, equality, justice, and participation  to real life, their students claim 

otherwise. The students who participated in this survey responded that their 

teachers did not do their share when it came to the free expression of opinions, equal 

treatment, consideration of their differences, acceptance as they are, fair treatment, 

and encouraging student participation in the class. This is despite the democracy 

units in the social studies curriculum that were put in place in 2006, the student 

councils, and the Citizenship and Democracy courses in the new 2010 curriculum, 

which all aim to help students absorb democracy and create a more democratic 

classroom setting. Consistency between theory and practice depends on the teacher 

playing his/her part properly. The findings of this study, however, show that it is 

quite difficult to create a democratic classroom setting with teachers who are not 

democratic themselves, no matter how often the curricula are changed or how many 

democratic elements they may contain. 

The literature review suggests similarities between the findings of this study and 

that eighth-year primary school students did not find their teachers democratic 

enough and thought that a significant number of their teachers showed no tolerance 

students think that teachers behave unfairly in both distributing instruments, grades, 

punishment, rewards, and the like, and in their relations with some students. 

be democratic in class, their students claimed otherwise. In his 2004 survey of 

dequate in 
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university lecturers rarely sympathized with their students or admitted their own 

behaviors and concluded that teacher behaviors were mostly undemocratic and that 

correlation between teachers being democratic and students turning out democratic. 

tic attitudes and behaviors in class will have a positive effect on 

education and help students internalize democracy. 

When we consider the findings of this study and those of similar ones in the field, 

t a dream to form democratic 

teachers of a country which has itself been unable to climb over the 88th rank since 

2006 in the Economist Intelligence Unit democracy index, which ranks 187 countries 

education is undemocratic, or is Turkish education undemocratic because the 

e 

questions is through education. Social structures become democratic through 

educated individuals. In order for democratic culture to remain, educational 

institutions must do their duties, and especially the teachers of these institutions 

must adopt and practice democracy as a method in the classroom. So long as 

freedom, equality, justice, and participation are not transferred to real life, 

democracy will merely remain as a dream. From the educational point of view, 

freedom, justice, and equality can come into life depending on participation. Any 

system that is not participatory can guarantee neither freedom nor equality nor 

justice. The constructivism that has been promoted in the Turkish educational system 

since 2005 essentially highlights participation and student-centered classes, which 

are closely related to the methods, techniques, and strategies that a teacher adopts 

when conducting classes. For example, a teacher can encourage collaboration and 

mutual assistance through the cooperative learning approach, looking at a fact from 

different viewpoints through the six-hats teaching technique, collectively completing 

an unfinished task through the station technique, problem-solving through 

brainstorming, and empathy and participation through drama. Such a classroom 

interaction with their schoolmates, their teachers, and the individuals outside school. 

It can also help shy, reserved, and timid students become more active. It enables 

students with different characteristics to work in cooperation and learn together. It 

improves the sense of duty and responsibility in students. In the long run, an 

individual who was educated this way can internalize participatory democracy and 

help contribute to a future democratic society.   
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